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fOmWEXT MFORMATION 

THE FOLLOWING- INFORMATION IS EXCERPTED VERBATIM 

POLITICAL REPORT 
1. Current Developments: 

a. Upper House Opens Budget Hearings: The House of Councillors Budget Committee 
on 16 July opened hearings on the budget bill which had passed the Lower House 
the previous day.#.. 

Comment. Although. the probably support of Liberals, Progressives and Green 
Breeze Society members gives the draft budget sufficient potential votes for 
passage in the Upper House, extended arguments on technicalities are likely. 

The Socialists have questioned the degree to which the Diet nay revise a govern- 
ment budget draft and have asked who will take responsibility for answering 
questions on the revised portions. Deputy Prime Minister OGATA TSketora indicated 
that the government would let the party which had proposed the revisions (The 
Progressives) respond to questions on the revisions, although the government 
would assume responsibility for following provisions of the budget ones it is 
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